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Superintendent Minister’s Letter: Gathering 

 

‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore, ask the Lord of the 

harvest to send out labourers into the harvest.’ (Matthew 9:37) 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

September is a month of gathering. People gather at work following summer holidays, 

rested and ready for the challenges of the year ahead. School children, and their 

teachers, college students and their lecturers gather to begin a new academic year, often 

with a sense of trepidation but also excitement. Others are glad to return to work and be 

with colleagues again. Bible studies, prayer meetings, luncheon clubs and many other 

activities that have been closed during the summer months gather again to begin new 

programmes.   
 

But outside London in the countryside, or in our gardens and allotments, another sort 

of gathering is going on – the harvest. This is the time of the year when many crops; 

fruits and vegetables are ready. Apples, plums, tomatoes and courgettes.  Gathering in 

the harvest, whether it’s tomatoes in the greenhouse, or wheat in the fields, can be hard 

back breaking work!  Very soon, many of our churches will be celebrating this in our 

harvest festivals. 
 

The quote from Matthew’s gospel which I began this article reminds us that Jesus also 

understood the important role of the labourers in gathering in this hard, back breaking 

work.  In these days of tractors and combine harvesters, farmers don’t need as many 

labourers as they used to, but they still need ready reliable workers who can work their 

machinery and bring in their harvest. In many other walks of life, gatherings can only 

take place where a few enthusiastic people are willing to do a different type of back 

breaking work - organise the events. I know from personal experience that putting on a 

play, a musical concert, a summer fayre, or an act of worship is jolly hard work and 

very few people who turn up realise the effort that has gone into it.   
 

I believe that all of us are called to be gatherers, that is people who bring others together.  

Hospitality is one of the most important gifts we can offer the world. It is through the 

offer of a warm friendly welcome that so many people are drawn into the life of our 

church and find places where there their bodies, souls and minds can be fed. As we 

gather at our places of work, worship or relaxation this month, let us do our best to 

encourage new initiatives to meet and share with others who live around us. May our 

lives be enriched by warm friendly Christian fellowship and may our communities 

become better places in which to meet. Above all may the Lord of the harvest send us 

plenty of labourers to make those gatherings successful! 
    

Yours sincerely,  

Richard 



 

Anerley   Burnt Ash   Eltham Park   Forest Hill   Hither Green 

Lewisham    Sunfields   Upper Norwood    Wesley Hall 
 

 

 
Dear Friends  
 

I am delighted to write to you all at the beginning of this new Connextional year. 

Many of you will already know that as a London district we have moving around 

in responsibilities, and I will now be the District Chair pastorally linked to your 

circuit. I am looking forward to getting to know you all, your churches; the work 

that you are doing for the sake of the Kingdom; and your desire as communities 

of faith serving this great diverse city.  
 

This year’s theme for the President and Vice President of the Methodist 

Conference is ‘So what’s the Story’. Recognising that all of us have a story to 

tell, sometimes that story is full of excitement, sometimes sad and painful. 

Sharing stories is the basic stuff of human community. We are known through 

our stories and we know others through theirs. It is ordinary and everyday but 

vital for relating to each other. We are all called to remember the salvation story 

of God, Creating, and Redeeming, Sanctifying, and Sending story.  We know 

stories captured throughout the Gospels of the wonderful grace of God borne out 

through the ministry of Jesus. I pray that in your work across the circuit there will 

be light, which will even shine in the darkest place, which will bring life, which 

will reveal God’s glory.  
 

Our part in the story is here too within the life of your circuit and local churches, 

as we live with the light of life in our hearts, as we let our light shine through our 

deeds, as we reflect to others what we have seen in Christ. We must constantly 

be seeking to hold out Christ in the power of the Spirit by means that are true to 

the nature of God; this means hospitality, listening, loving, challenge, sacrifice, 

joy, mystery, hope and truth-telling. These qualities should characterise telling 

our stories.  
 

I look forward to hearing your stories as we share together in proclaiming Gods 

love through our words and actions within our communities across the circuit: 

this is at the heart of our calling as the people of God Every blessing 
  

Revd Nigel Cowgill  

London District Chair  
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Rev. Bill Tardy’s Leaving do – hosted by Burnt Ash on 7th July 2019 

Bill and Renate are in there somewhere! 

London District Ordinands’ Testimony Service 
 

Abe took a further step towards ordination at the Ordinands’ Testimony Service at 

Wesley’s Chapel on Sunday 19th May. 

This year there were three ordinands from the District; as well as Abe there were the Rev. 

Kido Baek and the Rev.Karl Rutlidge.  All spoke movingly of their different paths towards 

the Ministry, which had not always been straightforward, and it was inspiring to hear of 

their different experiences and hopes. The sermon was given by the (then) president of 

Conference, the Rev. Michaela Youngson, herself one of the Chairs of the London District, 

and the other two chairs of the London District, the Rev. Dr. Jongi Zihle and the Rev. Nigel 

Cowgill, also took part in the Service, together with the (then) Vice-president of 

Conference, Bala Gnanapragasam, and other Ministers and Supernumeraries from 

Churches within the London District. Our Circuit was very well represented, with people 

from all our churches attending to support Abe. Wesley’s Chapel was full, and the hymns 

were sung as only Methodists can sing them! 

It was an inspiring and uplifting service, and it was good to join with fellow Methodists 

from all over London for such a happy occasion. 

We now congratulate Abe following her ordination at the Methodist Conference in 

Birmingham in July, and our thoughts and prayers go with her as she commences the 

next stage of her Ministry. 
 

Marian Young 

Anerley Methodist Church 
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The Welcome Service for Rev. Rohama Asif will be held on Saturday 
31st August 2019, 4pm at Hither Green Methodist Church 

led by Rev Nigel Cowgill, District Chair 
 

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

My name is Rohama Asif and I was born and grew up in Pakistan.  
 

I am married to Revd Asif Karam and have three daughters. Zarah, Zoya and Zeenia. 

Zarah has finished her studies and looking for a job at the moment, Zoya is studying 

’Marketing and Finance’ and Zeenia is about to start university at Southampton and 

will be studying Psychology. 
 

Before coming into ministry, I started my career in teaching. Later on, I did seminary 

along with my husband and I felt strongly a call to ministry and, by the grace of God I 

became the first ordained woman in Pakistan. We then moved to England in 2005. 
 

Blackheath and Crystal Palace circuit will be my third appointment having previously 

served in Lesnes Abbey and now in Bede Circuit where my husband and I served for 

four years. My husband will now be ministering in Newham Circuit as a superintendent 

minister. 
 

In my spare time, I love to watch crime investigation shows on the television and also 

love trying new cooking recipes. I love spending time with my husband and daughters 

whenever we can. 
 

In ministry, my passion is to listen to people, walk with them who are lonely, vulnerable 

and in need. I also have a heart for young children to encourage them in their faith 

through all age services where all ages are valued and involved. 
 

I pray that together we will explore and discover more and more of the love and grace 

of God. Looking forward to serving in the circuit along with you.  
 

Blessings 
 

Rohama Asif 
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The Circuit Concert, held on 1st June at Forest Hill Methodist Church, was an 

enjoyable and well-attended event. 

The audience was treated to prose and poetry, a piano and an organ solo, piano duets, 

several vocal solos, and songs from around the world by the Forest Hill Worship 

Group. 

There were two first performances: Herbert Blankson’s new hymn, “God of love and 

peace”, and Peter Boreham’s “Once a Jolly Methodist”, set to the tune of “Waltzing 

Matilda”, and played on the piano accordion. 

As an encore, five of the keyboard players present played an arrangement of “Love 

Divine” (Blaenwern) for three pianists, an organist and a piano accordionist! 

There were several opportunities for audience participation. 

The concert concluded with thanks and prayers from Rev. Richard Grocott. 

Taiwo and John would like to thank all those who performed, all those who helped 

in other ways, with publicity and refreshments, and all who attended. 

The sum raised, with generous donations, coffee mornings, and a table-top sale, was 

£550, for the Summit Happy Home Orphanage, Arusha, Tanzania. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Blackheath & Crystal Palace 

Circuit Concert 

Saturday 1st June 2019 

Circuit Forthcoming Events 
 

Sat. 31st Aug.       Welcome Service for Rev. Rohama Asif       4pm                   Hither Green 

Sat. 14th Sept.       Synod                                                           10am                    Central Hall 

Tues. 17th Sept.    Circuit Meeting                                             7.45pm                      Anerley 

Sat. 21st Sept.       ‘Born in Song – Moving Forward in Song’  10am-2.30pm            Anerley 

Sat. 21st Sept.       ‘Women Emulating Susanna Wesley’           2pm–4pm    Upper Norwood 

Tues. 29th Oct       LP & WL meeting                                         7.45pm                 Burnt Ash 

Sat. 30th Nov.       ‘Tidings of Comfort & Joy’                           10am-2.30pm           Anerley 
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CIRCUIT MISSIONS SUMMER FAIR  
SATURDAY 22nd JUNE 2019 

 

The Circuit Summer Fair was held at Forest Hill Methodist Church on a beautiful sunny day 

- the longest day of the year. This year in addition to the usual features of the various stalls 

there was a special event organised for the entertainment of everyone who attended.  

It was the Dance performance by the students of J’s Dance School who use the upstairs hall 

of the Forest Hill Church for practices on Saturday mornings. There were a variety of dances 

performed by different age groups ranging from toddlers to teenagers. Their performances 

staged on the tennis courts were thoroughly enjoyed by all present.  

Our thanks and sincere appreciation to Jessica Elliott the owner of J’s Dance School and the 

performers. Thank you for the music to Graham and Mary Sparkes. 

An enormous THANK YOU to all the people who organised the event and to those who 

attended and contributed to the funds. 

There was a great deal of very hard work, huge amounts of energy expended to organise such 

a wonderful event. An enormous amount of physical energy was spent in setting up the 

furniture in the Hall and outside and the Gazebos in the garden and at the end of the day 

packing them all up.  

The contributions made by members from our different churches in managing a variety of 

stalls, providing food for refreshments and serving breakfast, lunch and a variety of cakes and 

drinks as well as financial contributions and managing the entrance and cashiering are all 

greatly appreciated. 

The efficient organization and the hard work of the Planning Committee and many helpers 

contributed to the smooth running and the success of the event. All their efforts and work 

carried out with such joy are greatly appreciated.  

Thank you to Margaret Baker for managing the overall supervision of all the details of the 

event tirelessly. It was a Circuit event which is always an afternoon of fellowship. 

Congratulations to our winners: 

Raffle 1st prize £35 Marks & Spencer voucher  Sandra Floy 

Fairtrade Hamper      Brenda Renshaw 

Sweet Jar       Andrew Tredinnick 
 

Ira Fernando 

Circuit Missions and MWiB Secretary 

 

The funds raised at the Garden party amounted to £987.36 

20% of this (£197.47) will go to World Mission 

80% (£789.89) will be donated to the current MWiB Project charities 
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The Moving Stories Project, which concluded in August of this year, focused on 

the power of storytelling to alter the negative perceptions of migration in the 

country. It aimed to connect stories of migration to the Christian and Methodist 

story, whereby beginning to shift the prevailing narrative of migration from the 

negative to the positive. “Woven”, the theme being explored by the District Team 

for 2019-2021, centres similarly on the power of storytelling to transform: in this 

instance, the story of our faith. This is in concert with both the Connexional 

theme, the “Year of Testimony”, and the Presidential theme of “What’s the 

Story?”.  
 

We are all inherently story-tellers. Sharing stories is how we live, laugh and cry, 

it’s how we connect authentically with community and how we see depth in 

relationship. “God’s story. Our story. Every story” speaks to that part of us: 

reminding us that we’ve been brought by grace into God’s great story and woven 

mercifully into His narrative. It also reminds us of Jesus’ call to evangelism and 

the interweaving of our lives with communities around us, so that they too may 

experience and share God’s story. The project wants to see increased confidence 

and ownership of the beautiful weaving of our stories into God’s story in the 

District; and to see that story shared confidently within and beyond our church 

walls, until it impacts every story.  
 

Practically, the project the District Office will manage some aspects of the project 

such as commissioning research into evangelism in London; provisionally this 

might be the creation of a radio series showcasing faith stories; a series of filmed 

testimonies from the workplace to resource local churches; the creation of bible 

studies and preaching resources and the facilitation of conferences. However, the 

vision is not that project takes a heavily centralised approach. Instead, the vision 

of the project is a bottom-up one, to stimulate local ownership of “Woven” in 

ways that are contextually appropriate. Therefore, partnering with local churches, 

the project seeks to equip and resource local churches to more confidently and 

more regularly weave themselves into their communities to share their lives, their 

church buildings and their story of God.   

 

LONDON 
DISTRICT 

INITIATIVE 

God’s story, 
Our story 

Every story 
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A Note from Abe on the occasion of her Ordination: 

Sunday 30th June 2019 
 
Today, Tomorrow, Forever… 
 

“Now all those tears are shed and done,  
a joyous occasion for everyone. 
Life feels good – yes, you’ve passed a test. 
For all you achieved, and set out to be,  
it is HE, the Lord, who has remembered thee. 
Abe, is no longer, just your name. 
Teacher, Counsellor, Preacher, Friend,   
– oh the messages, you will now send. 
Uphold the banner,  
not the one they put in your hand,  
but the one God gives you,  
with the Spirit of Heaven command!” 
 

Above is an excerpt of a poem, captured on the day’s events by a friend. It couldn’t 
be any more apt, as though dictated by myself, it was a truly magnificent day! 
 

 
 I want to offer my sincere thanks for the Circuit’s 
support, including those who travelled to Birmingham 
and Coventry, including members of my two 
congregations and Sunfields, and those who stayed the 
entire weekend with me.  
 

At the ‘Ordination’ service, the people gathered 
declared: “You are worthy!” This declaration 
affirmed, once again, my sense of call to presbyteral 
ministry and a poignant moment to receive the 
Church’s confirmation of that call, not because of 
anything that I have done, but because of what God 
has done, in and through me, with the support of the 
family, friends and the Circuit. 
 

So, a very big thank you, to you all, and also to Revd 
Stephen Maunder, who began this journey with me 
here, and was also present to witness this occasion; to 
the Revds Richard Grocott and my predecessor, Imran          

                                            Malik as well as members of my wider family.  
 

                                           I also want to thank members of the Ghana Methodist  
                                           Fellowship (GMF), who came in their ‘droves’ and made  
                                           a lot of noise too!    
 

1 Corinthians 12:31  
“But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way”. 
To God, be the glory, for great things He has done, indeed! 
 

Rev Abe Konadu-Yiadom 
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Come along and sing lively, inspiring, and faith-affirming 
hymns and songs old and new. 

 

Friendly fellowship:   Coffee and Tea   

Light buffet lunch provided 

Bring along your friends, family and congregation members 

Details from Peter and Margaret Boreham
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DO YOU LIKE A GOOD TUNE? 
 

THEN WHY NOT COME ALONG TO A CONCERT BY THE  
ELTHAM PARK PLEASANT SUNDAY AFTERNOON ORCHESTRA? 

www.pleasant.org.uk 
 

29th September, 27th October & 24th November   
3.00pm  

ELTHAM PARK METHODIST CHURCH  
Westmount Road SE9 1XX 

 

 LIGHT CLASSICS         
 POPULAR STANDARDS 

 SHOW SELECTIONS 
 FAVOURITE HYMNS 

 

ADMISSION FREE  
Refreshments available 

 

Eltham Park Brotherhood & PSA Society 
President: Rev. Richard Grocott 

 

As part of the National Brotherhood and Sisterhood Movement, our Society aims, 

through its orchestra to promote a spirit of Christian citizenship. In addition to some 

charitable work, the Society holds musical Pleasant Sunday Afternoons, or PSA 

meetings on the last Sunday of each month (except for breaks in August and 

December). 
www.pleasant.org.uk 

 

Circuit Website: bhcpmethodist.org.uk 

Deadline for information for next newsletter: 20th November 2019 

Articles, posters for forthcoming events etc. always welcome 

Please email details to: office.bcpc@btinternet.com 

 

http://www.pleasant.org.uk/
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TUESDAY FELLOWSHIP at Forest Hill Methodist Church 

Sharing friendship, faith and fun 
 

SEPTEMBER TO NOVEMBER 2019 

Tuesday Fellowship, an ecumenical fellowship group, meet at Forest Hill Methodist Church 

and Centre, Normanton Street, SE23 2DS, from 2:00 on Tuesdays for refreshments and chat, 

before we start at 2:30 with a hymn and prayers, then listen to a speaker or have an activity. 

We do not duplicate what church does. We take a small voluntary offering. All are welcome, 

as we get to know each other better, make new friends and develop our skills. Please come to 

Tuesday Fellowship meetings, featuring subjects such as: 
 

3rd Sept Craft session with Sue Rhodes: Flowers (reprise) 

10th Sept Ira Fernando: The world was my oyster: Teaching teenage refugees 

17th Sept Brenda Renshaw: Teaching and beyond 

24th Sept Lilian Barth: My poems 

1st Oct Calvin Hayles: From J.A. to U.K. 

8th Oct Hands-on session: Flower arranging with Saira Bohan-Croft 

15th Oct Getting to know our neighbours: a speaker from a local church 

22nd Oct Diversity and Inclusion ‘Bring and Share’: Compère: Elsie Sutherland 

29th Oct 
Linda Ryan: “Educating the poor in eighteenth century England – the emergence of the 

Sunday School” 

5th Nov Hymn Singing (including in canon and in parts) with Sue Rhodes 

12th Nov Rev. Richard Grocott: ‘Remembering’ 

19th Nov St. Christopher’s Hospice: Compassionate Neighbours 

26th Nov Chris Wise: Story 

 

 

 
 

Website: www.foresthillmethodistchurch.org  

Telephone number: 020 8291 6996 

Email: admin@foresthillmethodistchurch.org 

Tuesday Fellowship secretary: Sue Rhodes (suerhodespersonal@gmail.com) 

 

The London District : Celebrating Multi-Faith Britain 
 

The Methodist Church London District office warmly invite you to share in an 

entertaining and informative evening to mark Inter-faith Week 2019. 
 

On Tuesday 12th November from 6pm - 9pm, Methodist Central Hall, Storey’s Gate, 

Westminster, London SW1H 9NH, will host several guests from other faiths to help 

us “celebrate multi-faith Britain”. In addition, Canon Dr Sarah Snyder - the 

Archbishop of Canterbury's Advisor for Reconciliation will be our keynote speaker.  
 

There will be food representing a global kitchen and an opportunity to share insights 

of our different faith journeys. 
 

Please visit the Eventbrite page to register your attendance and dietary requirements. 
 

http://www.foresthillmethodistchurch.org/
mailto:admin@foresthillmethodistchurch.org
https://methodistlondon.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f6b32706a59acfcc8ac8d3767&id=ca7f004e46&e=0607c53cf8
https://methodistlondon.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f6b32706a59acfcc8ac8d3767&id=b8ab1205ab&e=0607c53cf8
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The Launch will introduce this Organisation for Methodist woman of all 

nationalities. We seek to encourage more engagement in devotion, faith and 

spirituality programmes which were Susanna Wesley’s strengths. There is a 

special story to be told and learned, her faith, her beliefs, as a daughter, a wife 

and a mother. Finally, her influence on her 19 children and Methodism, a 

formidable woman. 
 

Date: Saturday 21st September 2019: 2pm-4pm 

Venue: Upper Norwood Methodist Church 

Westow Hill, Upper Norwood, London SE19 1TQ 
 

Contacts : Nana Ama Brehen Ankah 07957111810 (Wesley Hall); Agnes Frempong-
Manso 07906118387 (Upper Norwood); Eve de Graft 07802745281 (Peckham); 

Selina Blay Yawson 07737151839 (Upper Norwood) 
 

Refreshments will be served Looking forward to see you, Thank you 
 

 

 

 
 

 

BRITISH METHODIST BUILDINGS 
 

If you are interested in Methodist buildings, why 

not visit ‘an unparalled visual gallery of Methodist 

buildings in Britain from the Oxford Centre for 

Methodism and Church History’. 

www.flickr.com/photos/britishmethodistbuildings/

albums 

To search for a specific location, enter the place 

name into the Flickr search bar preceded by the 

letters ‘BMB’: ie ‘BMBOxford’ 

If you have memories or information about a 

building in this project, please comment on the 

images or contact: 

bmb.ocmch@brookes.ac.uk 

For a full user guide to British Methodist Buildings 

visit: 

ocmch.wordpress.com/bmb 

 

INVITING LADIES OF BLACKHEATH & CRYSTAL 
PALACE CIRCUIT TO THE LAUNCH OF A CIRCUIT 

METHODIST LADIES ORGANISATION 
‘WOMEN EMULATING SUSANNA WESLEY 

(W.E.S.U.W)’ 

 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/britishmethodistbuildings/albums
http://www.flickr.com/photos/britishmethodistbuildings/albums
mailto:bmb.ocmch@brookes.ac.uk
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BURNT ASH SINGERS   
present   

‘The Alphabet Choir’ 
 

   A     Z    

Join us as we sing our way from A to Z! 
 

With Martin Cleave on the piano; 

Guest Artists Gary Marriot and Duncan Reid 
 
 

Saturday 26th October 2019 at 3pm  

Burnt Ash Methodist Church Hall, Lee, SE12 0QD 

All tickets £8 

                     

  Includes Afternoon Tea and Cakes   

Served during the interval  
 

Book early to avoid disappointment 
 

Raffle in aid of: Leukaemia UK 
 

 
 

For information/booking contact: rynlnd@aol.com 

 
 

mailto:rynlnd@aol.com
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DAVE BILBROUGH  
Hidden Kingdom Concert  

An evening of songs, stories and worship  

with one of the UK’s premier Christian singer/song writers 

 

 

Age Exchange ‘Sundays at Sunfields’ 
 

Through over 30 years of experience supporting people in South East London, 

Age Exchange has often heard how Sunday can be the loneliest day of the week. 

This group provides a friendly place, helping to alleviate isolation. 
 

All older people are welcome to meet for lunch and light-hearted activities, 

including reminiscence, art, and music. Group leaders have experience in 

supporting those who may have extra needs due to health conditions like 

arthritis, dementia or strokes etc. Carers are also invited. 
 

‘Sunday at Sunfields’ is provided free. There is no need to book. 
 

When: Every first Sunday in the month from 1 pm – 4 pm 
 

Sunfields Methodist Church, 

95 Old Dover Road, Blackheath, London SE3 8SJ 
 

If you need more information please contact Aga or Naomi  

at Age Exchange hello@age-exchange.org.uk 
 

Circuit Missions Representative 
 

Following the retirement of Ira Fernando, the Circuit is pleased to advise that it has 

received a nomination that Si Bongile Mnguni (Bonnie) of Forest Hill Methodist 

Church, be appointed, with effect from 1 September 2019, MWiB Secretary for the 

Blackheath & Crystal Palace Circuit; and that she join Megan Roberts as a Circuit 

Missions Representatives. 

This appointment is subject to ratification at the Circuit Meeting in September 2019. 

Saturday 2nd November 2019 at 7.30pm  

St Peters Church, Pickford Lane, Bexleyheath, 

DA7 4RS  

Tickets £8.50 Adults £4 aged 16 and under  

Available from Tess Parker 0208 304 5446  

A complimentary glass or wine or juice  

will be served in the interval 
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Opportunities for Coffee and Fellowship around the Circuit: 
 

Burnt Ash: 

Wednesday morning coffee                                 10am–12 noon 
 

Eltham Park: 

3rd Saturday of every month                                      10.30am-12 noon 
 

Forest Hill: 

Tuesday Fellowship                                 2pm–3.30pm 

One Wednesday each month: Coffee  

& Yarn Storming Project knit ‘n’ natter                            10:30am-12:30pm                                                                                                            

[Next meeting Wed. 25 Sept. in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support] 
 

Sunfields: 

Saturday mornings                                   10am–12 noon 

 

Harvest Services around the Circuit 
 

Sun 15th Sept:  Lewisham at 10.30am led by Rev. Richard Grocott 

Sun. 22nd Sept:  Wesley Hall at 11am led by Chris Watkins 

Sun 29th Sept:  Anerley at 11am led by Mary Sparkes 

Sun 6th Oct:  Burnt Ash at 10.30am led by local arrangement 

              Forest Hill at 11am led by local arrangement 

Upper Norwood at 11am Led by Rev. Abe Konadu-

Yiadom 

Sun 13th Oct.  Eltham Park at 10.30am led by Rev. Richard Grocott 

Sun 20th Oct.  Hither Green at 10.30am led by Junior Church 

               Sunfields at 10.30am led by local arrangement 
 


